[bookmark: _9gfsjr8gg759]Your First Home: How to Prepare to Make a Confident Decision
Taking the step toward buying your first home is much more than reaching a milestone—it's the fulfillment of a dream. It is one of the most significant decisions a family can make. Buying a home isn't simply about purchasing a property; it's about choosing the place where you'll create lasting memories, build your future, and truly feel at home.
It's perfectly normal for this process to bring uncertainty or even fear. You may wonder whether you're making the right decision or whether you'll be able to manage the financial responsibilities that come with homeownership. That's why having professional guidance matters. As your Realtor, I'll be by your side throughout every step of the process, helping you make informed decisions with confidence and peace of mind.
To help you prepare, I've put together this practical guide with strategies that will help you stay focused, make smart decisions, and confidently choose the place you'll soon call home.

[bookmark: _18tz49g7m2t1]1. Know Your Priorities
Before you begin searching for a home, take some time to identify your priorities. Make a list that clearly separates what your future home must have from the features that would simply be nice to have.
Needs
· Good schools nearby
· Convenient transportation
· Number of bedrooms
· Easy access to major roads
· Affordable monthly costs
Wants
· A loft for your plants
· A home office
· A reading room with a beautiful window view
Having a clear understanding of your priorities will help you make more objective decisions throughout your home search.

[bookmark: _ws6a5nqtqx5k]2. Get Your Finances in Order
Before purchasing your future home:
· Determine your available budget.
· Review your financial situation.
· Check whether you qualify for an FHA loan through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). The HUD website allows you to find FHA-approved lenders and housing counselors.
You should also consider obtaining a mortgage pre-approval. This gives you a realistic understanding of your purchasing power and shows sellers that you're a serious buyer.
[bookmark: _o2he233sado2]Where can you apply?
You can apply through:
· Banks
· Credit unions
· FHA-approved mortgage lenders
[bookmark: _ks8hdpjmpx34]Documents you'll typically need
· Proof of income (pay stubs, tax returns, or bank statements if self-employed)
· Credit history and authorization for a credit check
· Recent bank statements
· Government-issued identification

[bookmark: _e2auuwah0exp]3. Understand All the Costs
Don't focus only on your monthly mortgage payment.
Be sure to include:
· Property taxes
· Homeowners insurance
· Utilities
· Other recurring homeownership expenses
Knowing these costs in advance will help you create a realistic budget and avoid unpleasant surprises after closing.

[bookmark: _c68oy5jjon1v]4. Think Long-Term
The real estate market changes constantly—and so do your family's needs.
Ask yourself:
· How long do you plan to live there?
· Could the property become a rental or resale opportunity in the future?
· Is it located in an area with strong appreciation potential?
· Does the neighborhood fit your lifestyle?
These questions will help you make a decision that supports your long-term goals.

[bookmark: _hqghy2xu134g]5. Remember: There Is No Perfect House
Many first-time buyers become frustrated searching for the "perfect home."
The reality is that every property involves compromises. Learning which features are essential—and which can be changed or improved later—will help you make a better decision.

[bookmark: _wil6ovld71ay]6. Be Prepared for the Unexpected
Every home purchase comes with surprises, both small and significant.
· Set aside an emergency fund for unexpected expenses such as repairs, landscaping, or plumbing issues.
· Never skip the home inspection. It is one of the best ways to ensure your future home is in good condition. If problems are discovered, you may be able to negotiate a lower purchase price with the seller.
· Carefully compare your options based on your priorities before making your final decision.
Today's housing market has limited inventory and strong buyer demand. As a result, desirable homes often receive multiple offers. Waiting too long to submit an offer may not be the best strategy, as you could lose the opportunity to purchase the home you're interested in.

[bookmark: _97l8ld498yzd]7. Hire an Attorney
In New Jersey, working with a real estate attorney is an important part of the home-buying process—and a valuable advantage.
Your attorney helps ensure that all legal documents are accurate and that your investment is fully protected. I can guide you through this process and recommend trusted professionals so your transaction moves forward smoothly and with confidence.

[bookmark: _giqwya17r3js]8. Verify the Property Title
In New Jersey, every property should be properly recorded with the county where it is located.
This step helps confirm that:
· The seller is the legal owner.
· There are no liens, unpaid debts, or legal disputes affecting the property.
Ask your real estate agent for a copy of the recorded title and make sure everything is clear before moving forward with the purchase.

Buying—or investing in—your first home is much more than completing a transaction. It's the beginning of your story.
If you're ready to take this exciting step in New Jersey, I'm here to guide you every step of the way and help turn your dream into reality.
Evelyn Molina

